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Negzive lrrgacts of Gyosy
Motr) Dajollzitior)

Economic Loss

Diminished Quality of Outdoor
Recreational Experience and
Opportunity

Adverse Effects on Wildlife and
Habitat

Health Concerns




Loss of Valuable Timber
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Dirplinisned Ouzlity af duicdogr
Reacreziionel Exoerience ape Dggaritinlny

Masses of defoliated and dead trees in our
beautiful mountain landscapes, state parks,
recreation centers, and backyards, ruins the
outdoor experience for both residents and
visitors.

Multitudes of caterpillars covering trees, houses,
and yards are a public nuisance due to their

Incredible numbers, the noise of their chewing,
and the continual dropping of fecal material.

Swarming male moths and multitudes of pupae
and egg cases being deposited all over trees,
vehicles, and outdoor structures are an additional
public nuisance.




Aclvarse Effacis or Wildlife airc Flaolian

Oak trees, the preferred host of the gypsy moth, provide a
critical source of food (acorns) for 200 to 300 wildlife species.
Defoliated oaks abort acorns, resulting in mast crop failure.
This stresses many wildlife species (deer, bear, turkey, etc.)
and makes oak regeneration difficult.

Over time, our forest composition may change from mainly
oak species to mainly maple species which have much less
wildlife value.

The tree canopy plays an important role in maintaining
favorable fish habitat by moderating water temperature levels
during summer months. Defoliated trees on stream banks
will lead to increased water temperatures, decreasing the
availability of dissolved oxygen to various fish species. This
may have a particularly devastating effect on native trout
streams since water temperatures above 77 degrees for
more than a few hours will result in the death of brook trout.

Defoliated trees result in a loss of potential nesting sites for
many bird species.
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FuUridirlg Sources

Funding for gypsy moth suppression programs comes from
a combination of federal, state, and county government
sources. Federal grant money allocated to states for
forestry and gypsy moth suppression programs are located
within the Farm Bill in the U. S. Congress. The funding is
given to the USDA Forest Service who then disperses the
money to state agencies. The Maryland Department of
Agriculture receives financial assistance for its gypsy moth
suppression program from two sources: the USDA Forest
Service, State and Private Forestry; and from participating
jurisdictions and agencies. Participating jurisdictions and
agencies include municipalities (county and local
governments), forestry boards, and certain county
agencies. Each county decides whether to provide cost-
share funding to pay for survey and/or suppression
activities.




To |z rrore elgolft ¢/osy rgirls
airicl trielr rrizleic)ernerit el corirol
visit trie followiric) Wwegsiias:




To r200ft ¢)OSY frgin
Irifastatlon arc reclasi &
SHIVEVE




FOf frlofe Irformnzeiion o fow o
gt involvecd witr ¢Yosy o
SLUooresslon efforis:

Visit the Garrett County Forest
Conservancy District Board’s website at
hittp://www.gcforest.sailorsite.net

Visit the following websites to obtain
addresses for elected Maryland

Representatives:
hittp://mdelect.net/electedofficials/

hittp://www.msa.md.gov/msa/mdmanual/3
9fed/html/00list. html







