
 

 

We have had a very busy fall! It feels like we have been nonstop since fair! Thank 
you to everyone who helped out at the fair!  

Fair volunteers: Debra Mayfield and Stephanie Frederiksen who spent many hours 
preparing for the fair and volunteering at the fair. Deb volunteered at the fair everyday 
of the fair as she does every year. Patricia Armstrong, Lynn Duff, Rebecca Cervino, 
Barb Landers, Fran Beale, Janet Marks, Dawn Letts, Louise Snell, Thao Le Nguyen, 
Cindy Carpenter, Elizabeth Clark, Kimberly Dean, Debra Pence, Caroline Braun, Pa-
trice Hopkins, Debbie Kole, Tracey Pintell-Quade, and Gerri Frazier all helped staff 
the Plant Clinic table in the Extension building! Thank you all so much!  

Thank you to the volunteers who helped do garden tours with Deb at the fair! Jackie 
DePiazza, Kimberly Dean, Patrice Hopkins, Monika Herdlick, and Barb Landers.  

Thank you to Linda Crandall and her worms who helped Riverfest go so swimmingly!  

Out of the 5 weekends in October, we had public programming during 3 of them. 
Thank you everyone for all your hard work!  

Front Yard ribbon cutting volunteers: Deb Pence who took the lead! Patricia Arm-
strong, Bill and Marlene Smith, Shannon Dyson, Lynn Williamson, and Patricia Arm-
strong. Also Roxana Soltero got a shout out at the event for all the hard work she has 
put into the project! I know that Fran Beale, Deb Pence, and others have also been 
big helps there!  

Thank you Oyster Festival volunteers Linda Crandall, Brittany Martin, Debbie Kole, 
Thao Le Nguyen, Macy Hovland, Michelle Johnson, Lynn Williamson, and Jackie De-
Piazza! Picture from festival of Macy with horseradish from her garden and a sign 
about ñask how to grow horseradish for your seafood!ò pictured below.  

Thank you to the ever kind and helpful Jackie DePiazza and Lynn Williamson for ed-
ucating the families that took time on their Halloween weekend to learn about science 
and gardening with us at STEAM Day!  

Huge thank you to Sue Gibbs for helping on Early Childhood Advisory Council night! 
ECAC Coordinator, Bridgette, came up with the grassy pumpkins, pictured below!  

Thank you Farm to School volunteers Liz Ward, Fran Beale, Sue Gibbs, as well as 4-
H volunteers ñMinnowò and Phoebe-tate! Below is a picture of myself and Minnow 
teaching pre-k children about corn as well as other fruits and vegetables. Picture 
credits to Blue Moon Studios Photography for taking many awesome pictures of 
Farm to School Day at Green Holly!  

Our fall social was fantastic! Thank you to everyone who attended and brought a 
dish! Hopefully we can do more fun events like this in the future. Thanks to Jean 
Campbell and Summerseat for hosting us!! Below is a picture of Fran Beale with her 
ñspooky meatloafò! (directions for making your own at the end of the newsletter) 
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Fran Beale with her ñcrazy     
meatloafò! All the food at the fall 
social was delicious! I am very 
glad to be back to being able to 
have potlucks again. Franôs crea-
tivity with making the meatloaf 
into a skull shape really tickled 
our funny bones. Sorry, I had to 
put a corny joke in here.  

Macy Hovland and Mariah Dean at the 2022 Oyster        

Festival é featuring horseradish from Macyôs garden!  

Above: Sue Gibbs and Mariah 

Dean at the always nice Early 

Childhood Advisory Council 

social engagement night, this 

time at the Leonardtown Li-

brary!  

 

Left: 4-Hôer Minnow and Mas-

ter Gardener Coordinator Ma-

riah educating pre-k students 

about local fruits, vegetables, 

and flowers at Farm to School 

Day!  
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Discover Leonardtown Libraryôs Front Yard Native Garden  
By: Bill and Marlene Smith 

 
Through a community effort, the Leonardtown Libraryôs Front Yard native garden was dedicated on Octo-
ber 8. The dedication was conducted by Michael Blackwell, Director of the St. Maryôs County Libraries, and 
Elizabeth Curtz, board member of the Friends of St. Clements Bay who coordinated the installation of the 
Front Yard garden. 

Michael and Elizabeth started the dedication by thanking the people, organizations and companies that 
were invaluable to implementing and maintaining the project:  

County of St. Maryôs 
County Commissioners 

Keep America Beautiful 

Chesapeake Bay Trust 

St. Maryôs Forestry and Conservancy Board 

MD Urban Committee and Forestry Committee 

Patuxent Tidewater Land Trust 

Annapolis Native Landscape Design 

St Maryôs County Master Gardeners 

Silver Team of Girl Scout Troop 6184 

Butterfly Alley 

Wild Birds Unlimited Lexington Park 

Rotary Club of Leonardtown in honor of Lisa Blackwell 

Garvey Senior Center 

Friends of St. Maryôs County Library 

Leonardtown Library 

Friends of St. Clements Bay 

Wentworth Nursery 

Natural Resources Management from Dr. James A Forrest Career and Technology Center 
 

Special thanks went to several individuals including: 

¶ Amy Henderson and Roxanne Soltero who were persistent in their help with planting and watering 
¶ Shannon Dyson, Becky Wolf and Nicole Basenback for designing the interpretive signs 
¶ Michelle Johnson, a.k.a. the brick guru, who supervised laying of the brick border 
¶ Christine Packs of Annapolis Native Design for the garden design plan 
¶ Dorothy Birch from the Natural Resources Management of Dr. James A Forrest Career and Technology 
Center for her studentsô assistance with the project 

¶ Community members for benches and other donations made in honor of loved ones  
 
Following the acknowledgements, here was a countdown to the ribbon cutting, or rather a ñtwineò cutting to 
keep in line with the native theme, to officially dedicate the garden and announce its opening for all to en-
joy. 

 

Pictured are Roxanne Soltero (SMMG), Patricia Armstrong (SMMG and Garvey Senior Center representative), Juanita Nether (Garvey 

Senior Center representative), Michael Blackwell, Elizabeth Curtz (Friend of St. Clementôs Bay) and Amy Henderson (SMMG)  

Continued on pg. 4 
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Walking around the Front Yard view and learning about all of the native plants, shrubs, and trees in the gar-
den, individuals were able to visit various tables stationed throughout that provided education. Organizations 
represented included St. Maryôs Master Gardeners and Bay-Wise, Butterfly Alley, Friends of St. Clements 
Bay, Library Book Collections and Birds Unlimited of Lexington Park. Music was provided by David Norris, 
while two food trucks, Lucky Dog and Nicolettiôs, were on-site for our eating and snacking pleasure. 

Master Gardeners Lynn Williamson, Debra Pence, and Shannon Dyson manned the ñAsk a Master Garden-
erò table. They talked to patrons to answer their gardening questions and handed out literature. Master Gar-
dener Linda Crandall was onsite as a representative for Bay-Wise. Linda had several demonstrations and 
examples about the health of the Chesapeake Bay.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Butterfly Alley, a native plant business in Leonardtown, had displays of the native plant plugs that they sell at 
their shop just up the road from the library. They were represented by Carrie Crier, Rick Malchow, and their 
dog Otis.  

 

During the event, Barb Whipkey, owner of Wild Birds Un-
limited stores in La Plata and Lexington Park, donated and 
installed a blue bird house. Barb is a champion for Eastern 
Bluebirds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Leonardtown Library staff manned a table displaying 
the books that were donated by the Friends of St. Clem-
ents Bay for patrons to check out.  

 

Continued on pg. 5 
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It took volunteers of the Front Yard over a year of dedicated work to bring the gardens to todayôs ribbon cut-
ting. Volunteers invested significant time in order to demonstrate that landscaping with native plants can in-
crease "curb appeal" as well as healthier eco-systems in our yards. One key element of using natives to en-
hance your curb appeal is including "signs of care" that signal to passersby that the landscape is intentional 
and not a neglected wild patch. Brick salvaged from one of the old Hayden farmhouse chimneys has been 
repurposed (one brick at a time) for edging the beds. In addition to edging, information signs have been in-
stalled, including the Welcome Sign that captures the project's essence. 

The garden attracted many pollinators in its first year, as well as birds, 
bees, and other insects. A bee resort was installed to provide shelter 
for native bees. Two times this past season, a nest full of hungry baby 
mockingbirds was discovered tucked into a branch of one of the new 
native trees.  

 

 

 

 

 

The garden is also beginning to attract readers. Come by and take a look and give a good listen, who knows 
what treasures you might discover.  

 

While the Ribbon Cutting on Saturday 10/8 was a real celebration of 
the Front Yardôs first year of progress, the hope is that it was the first 
of many community gatherings at the Front Yard. 

Article and photos (unless otherwise noted) by St. Maryôs Master 
Gardener Bill Smith and Charles County Master Gardener Marlene 
Smith. 

 

 

tƘƻǘƻǎ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ 

ƻŦ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ /ǳǊǘȊ  

tƘƻǘƻ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ƻŦ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ /ǳǊǘȊ 

Front Yard Ribbon Cutting  
By: Patricia Armstrong 

I enjoyed assisting fellow master gardeners at our information table at the Front Yard Project Ribbon Cutting 
on October 8 in front of the Leonardtown Library.  There was a nice crowd in attendance and what struck 
me the most was the outpouring of support from various groups in our community to make this project a 
great success.  Elisabeth Curtz 
has done a tremendous job 
communicating and garnering 
help and support.  If you have 
not stopped by to see this pro-
ject, please do so the next time 
you are in Leonardtown!  This 
area is already being used by 
the public to read and re-
lax.  There are a few bench-
es.  Enjoy! 
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Put Some Spice in Your Fall 
By: Janet Marks 

Fall usually means the end to most fresh herbs and spices from the garden. As the basil fades and the 
parsley is consumed by caterpillars, this spice explodes into sight seemingly overnight. With dazzling 
purple flowers accented with red-orange stigmas and styles, Crocus sativus yields a harvest of the most 
precious spice. 

The fall-blooming Saffron crocus, which is believed to have originated in Iran, grows surprisingly well in 
Southern Maryland. Saffron crocus favors the same conditions as their spring flowering cousins - well 
drained soil and full sun. They are dormant during the spring and summer, so other crops can spread 
over the corms. By the end of September, be sure to clear the saffron bed of any covering crops (or 
weeds). The plants emerge around mid-October and begin flowering a few days later. 

Saffron season is short, with individual flowers only lasting about two days. To harvest the spice, you 
will need tweezers and reading glasses. Pluck the three red-orange threads (stigmas and styles) gently 
from each flower before it wilts. Let the threads dry in a safe (meaning non- breezy) place for a few 
days. 

Saffron corms can be purchased from a number of online sources. Plant the corms in summer about 3ò 
deep and 6ò apart. The first harvest will be quite meager, however, the bulbs will multiply to provide a 
larger and extended harvest over the years. Deer, voles, and rabbits will also find saffron quite tasty, so 
protect your crop accordingly. Planting saffron will definitely make your fall a little spicier. 
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Fall and Winter Care of Roses 
By: Kimberly Dean 

Where did the summer go? It feels like just yesterday I was counting down the days until spring so that I could 
see the beautiful rose blooms. It is so hard to believe that it is time to start talking about fall/winter care for 
roses. Not into rose gardening? Many of these guidelines can be 
used for your perennials and shrubs.  
 

Many of the fall gardening activities are driven by our frost date. 
In St. Maryôs County, Zone 7b, our approximate frost date is Oc-
tober 29th. 
 

Fertilization: When we fertilize, the rose pushes new tender 
growth. To ensure that growth has time to harden off, we calcu-
late 6 weeks prior to our frost date to complete all fertilization. 
The last fertilization date for Zone Zb is approximately September 
17th. 
 

Deadheading (removing spent blooms): I typically stop dead-
heading when I finish my last fertilization. Some varieties produce 
red/orange hips that add winter interest and feed wildlife. I am 
surprised when I see a rose that isnôt noted as having the ability 
to produce hips and then low and behold, it puts on a show for 
me. If you canôt stand seeing the roses with spent blooms, there 
is no problem with continuing to deadhead. 

 

New Plantings: To ensure that new 
roses have time to get their roots ac-
climated prior to the ground freezing, 
plantings should be targeted for 6 
weeks prior to your last frost date. 
Note: the soil starts to freeze after 5 
consecutive days at 32 degrees or 

lower and it can be difficult to get the shovel into the ground at that time. 
 

Plant Moves: I usually try to wait until roses are dormant prior to moving them to reduce shock. How 
will you know they are dormant? Take off a few leaves (defoliate) and watch the rose for two weeks. If the 
leaves donôt grow back, your rose is asleep and can be safely moved. I use Biotone when planting (root stim-
ulator) and when the rose wakes up in the spring, the biotone will be available for the rose. 

 
Compost/Mulch: Fall is a great time to top dress your beds with compost and 
mulch. Compost provides organic material to improve our clay soil and increase the 
health of our plants. Mulch is important during the winter months to insulate the crown 
of the rose. Ensure that you mound up the mulch slightly on the crown. If the crown is 
damaged by the winter elements, it will affect the rose health and the rose may not 
make it through winter.  
 

Reduce the Canes to Waist High (shrub roses only): Many of my roses soar for 
the heavens at the end of the summer season. To ensure that the roses are not 
snapped in the wind over the winter, bring them down to waist high. When spring ar-
rives, we will reduce further.  
 

If there is any winter die-back on the canes due to a harsh winter, it usually affects the top 6-12ò. This portion 
will need to be removed in the spring. If you have already reduced your roses to 12ò high in total and they are 
subjected to winter die-back, you may have no choice but to reduce the canes to the crown. Therefore, we 
leave at least 2 feet of additional height during the winter to accommodate for any winter die-back that will be 
trimmed down in the spring.  

Continued on pg. 8 
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As a note, if your rose is a ñone-timeò bloomer, you only get ñone timeò to reduce or prune it, which is immedi-
ately after the spring flush. If you did not reduce/prune within 2 weeks after the spring flush, and you trim in 
the fall, you may be removing your only spring blooms. Instead, consider pegging or staking overgrown one-
time rose bloomers in the fall.  

For climbing roses, trim the laterals off of the main canes to 6ò and 
secure the main canes for the winter. Reduce the length of the main 
canes only if needed.  
 
Seal canes with Prune Sealer:  I have noticed an increase in cane 
borers on my roses. Cane borers can travel to the crown of the rose 
and damage or kill the rose. When you reduce the height of the rose, I 
recommend using Bonide Prune and Seal on any cane the same size 
diameter as a pencil (or larger) to prevent borers from digging into 
your nice soft pith. 

 

Defoliate the leaves and clean the beds: Some varie-
ties of roses drop their leaves during the winter but many 
of the modern roses do not drop their leaves. Is it neces-
sary to remove the leaves? No. Why do I remove them? I 
remove the leaves because I want to give the roses a 
clean start in the spring. Living in a humid environment, 
our roses are often struggling with Black Spot. By remov-
ing the leaves, you remove any affected leaves and as a 
bonus, it removes hiding places for overwintering pests. 

 
Protecting Rose Tree Standards: As 
mentioned above, one of the most important things for ros-
es during the winter is insulation. If you have Rose Tree 
(Standards), an easy way to cover the trunk and crown is to 
use pipe insulation available at Loweôs. I take a seperate 
piece of insulation and cover the crown and secure with 
gardening twine. Talk about easy! 

 
Is it pretty? No. Is it effective? 100% Yes. This method en-
sures that the roots are insulated and still able to be wa-
tered from snow/rain during the winter.  
 

As a note, even though plants are dormant, they require a small amount of water every 30 days through 
snow/rain. As you are collocating your pots before winter, avoid placing them under an overhang that would 
prevent them from receiving water. 
 

Enjoy your winter and join me as I count down until Spring on March 20th (140 days)! 
 

I love talking about roses and you can reach me through email therosegeek1@gmail.com or social media: 

                        

        YouTube  www.youtube.com/c/TheRoseGeek                    Facebook: Rose Geeks 

 
 

mailto:therosegeek1@gmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/c/TheRoseGeek
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Barn at New Market before/after 
Submitted by: Penny Shissler and Mariah Dean 

The Barns at New Market have been getting some much needed attention from Penny Shissler. I appreciate 
what Penny has done there! Here are some before/after photos Penny sent. If you are interested in going to 
help weed the garden, please let us know! If you arenôt sure if something is a weed, just leave/leaf it to us!  


