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Farm Notes 
Carroll County Newsletter 

UME– Carroll County Office is pleased to announce the 2023-2024 Pesticide and 
Nutrient Management Training Offerings. 

 

All sessions will be held at 700 Agriculture Center, Westminster, MD 21157. Please call 
the office at 410-386-2760 to register for a session. This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider. If you need a reasonable accommodation to participate in any even 
or activity, please contact the UME– Carroll Extension office at least 2 weeks prior to the 
event at 410-386-2760. 
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New Private Pesticide Applicator Training & Testing 

Day Date Time Type 

Thursday November 2, 2023 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Training 

Thursday November 9, 2023 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Test 

Thursday February 22, 2024 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Training 

Thursday February 29, 2024 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Test 

Private Pesticide Applicator Recertification 

Day Date Time 

Wednesday November 29, 2023 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Monday February 5, 2024 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Nutrient Management Voucher Class 

Day Date Time 

Monday March 4, 2024 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 



Pesticide Applicator & Nutrient 

Management Voucher Training  

Applicators that already have a license and need continuing education credits may attend one of the two-hour 

training sessions. Be sure to bring your certification number to get credit.  

 

For individuals that need to take the exam to acquire their private applicator pesticide license, two exam offerings 

are available. Be sure to bring your driver’s license for identification. Optional training sessions to prepare for the 

exam are also available. Copies of the Private Applicator Core Manual will be available for purchase for $10. 

Checks can be made payable to “CCEAB.” Books should be purchased prior to the training.  

2023 Cash Rental Rate Averages 

Paul Goeringer, University of Maryland Extension  
ñNASS Releases Delaware and Maryland Statewide Cash Rental Rate Averages for 2023ò 

USDA’s National Agricultural Statistic Service (NASS) updated data on cash rent paid by producers in 2023. 
NASS collects this data from 240,000 operations across the United States annually through the Cash Rent Survey 
- data used by other agencies throughout USDA. The survey results give us an idea of what other tenants in the 
area may be paying per acre for farmland.  

Maryland saw a 4.88 percent increase in average cropland cash rent from $111/acre in 2022 to $117/acre in 2023 
(table 3). The average irrigated cropland increased by 5.19 percent in 2023, from $201/acre average in 2022 to 
$212/acre average in 2023 (table 3). Average pastureland cash rents were down .99 percent in Maryland in 2023, 
going from $51/acre in 2022 to $50.50/acre in 2023 (table 3).  

NASS will release county cash rental rates later in August 2023. You can check out this publication at https://
www.agrisk.umd.edu/post/nass-releases-delaware-and-maryland-statewide-cash-rental-rate-averages-for-2023 or 
the UME Grain Marketing page for last year's average cash rents.  

https://www.agrisk.umd.edu/post/nass-releases-delaware-and-maryland-statewide-cash-rental-rate-averages-for-2023
https://www.agrisk.umd.edu/post/nass-releases-delaware-and-maryland-statewide-cash-rental-rate-averages-for-2023
https://www.agrisk.umd.edu/post/nass-releases-delaware-and-maryland-statewide-cash-rental-rate-averages-for-2023
https://extension.umd.edu/programs/agriculture-food-systems/program-areas/farm-and-agribusiness-management/grain-marketing


Pasture Walks 

University of Maryland Extension, AgFs, Forage Program Events 

Westminster, MD 

Join University of Maryland Extension, NRCS, and Emily Chamelin for an educational pasture walk at Aerie 
Farm East in Westminster, MD (Carroll county). Aerie Farm East raises quality Border Cheviots lambs, 
Texmaster goats, and Mini Zebu cattle while simultaneously focusing on bettering their soil health and forage 
productivity. Topics of discussion will include using goats for brush control, stockpiling forage for winter 
grazing, and using annual forages to boost productivity in poorly performing fields. 

Aerie Farm East, Westminster, MD 
Date: September 28, 2023 | Thursday 
Time: 5:00 p.m. | Cost: Free (registration is required) 
Location: Aerie Farm East, 1560 Fridinger Mill Road, Westminster, MD 21157 

To register visit https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/pasture-walk-at-aerie-farm-east-tickets-713771127657?
aff=odcleoeventsincollection 

Frederick, MD 

Join University of Maryland Extension, NRCS, and Dr. Polly Matzinger for an educational pasture walk at 
Ambling Brook Farm in Frederick, MD (Frederick county). Ambling Brook Farm raises Gotland sheep and 
has recently set up a silvopasture system for grazing. How and why the silvopasture system was designed, 
how the installation process went, and any challenges that were encountered along the way will be discussed.  

Ambling Brook Farm, Frederick, MD 
Date: October 18, 2023 | Wednesday 
Time: 5:00 p.m. | Cost: Free (registration is required) 
Location: Ambling Brook Farm, 4810 Elmer Derr Road, Frederick, MD 21903 

To register visit https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/pasture-walk-at-ambling-brook-farm-tickets-713780545827?
aff=oddtdtcreator 

 

 

https://extension.umd.edu/programs/agriculture-food-systems/program-areas/row-crop-forage-production/forage-program/educational-events
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/pasture-walk-at-aerie-farm-east-tickets-713771127657?aff=odcleoeventsincollection
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/pasture-walk-at-aerie-farm-east-tickets-713771127657?aff=odcleoeventsincollection
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/pasture-walk-at-ambling-brook-farm-tickets-713780545827?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/pasture-walk-at-ambling-brook-farm-tickets-713780545827?aff=oddtdtcreator


Grants for Cold Storage 

The Maryland Agricultural and Resource-Based Industry Development Corporation (MARBIDCO) is offering 
the Maryland Producer Cold Storage Grant Program to assist farmers and watermen with purchasing cold 
storage equipment needed for their operations. Matching grants of up to $2,000 are now available.  
 
Having access to adequate cold storage facilities is frequently cited as a need, especially by smaller farm 
operations, so hopefully the availability of these grant funds will incentivize cold storage equipment purchases 
by food producing enterprises. MARBIDCO will match up to 50% of the cost of the project purchase, with a 
maximum grant award amount being $2,000. The minimum grant award is $500 (meaning therefore, that the 
minimum project or equipment purchase size is $1,000). 
 
Eligible applicants include farmers and watermen with at least $1,000 in agricultural or seafood product sales 
annually.  The applications may come from sole proprietorships, partnerships, cooperatives, and 
LLCs.  Agricultural products may include produce, livestock, shellfish, or horticultural products that are grown 
on the applicant’s farm. Seafood products include finfish and shellfish products that are harvested in Maryland. 
The grant funds and matching funds must be used to purchase and install cold storage equipment. Eligible 
tangible equipment that may be purchased include: 
 

¶ Large coolers 

¶ Ice machines 

¶ On-boat or On-dock cold storage  

¶ Reach-in refrigerator/freezer 

¶ Walk-in refrigerator/freezer 

¶ On-truck cold storage (does not include costs related to purchase a truck) 

¶ Third-party costs related to installation of cold storage unit or construction of cold storage facility 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis, and the deadline is November 17, 2023 (electronic 
submissions are encouraged). Application forms are available on MARBIDCO’s 
website: www.marbidco.org. 
 
For more information, please call Brittany Rawlings at 410-267-6807 or send application forms 
electronically to brawlings@marbico.org or mail to: MARBIDCO, Cold Storage Grant Program, c/o 
Brittany Rawlings, 1410 Forest Drive, Suite 21, Annapolis, MD 21403. 

MARBIDCO press release  

http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=oqkzgxGIlx-2F3V-2BeTSKqPlWDlHFEdv-2BnUz-2BskiFv0KbJkccZP0fO1kAe3BkTQih-2BTVobD_t-2BnGMhcXdWJWxsn8lVMDk-2Fx0SrmFqQLMltPpjmRV6sU9cCd1yT9AZ0djNGfe5-2B-2FvCI7gC6Ocj0wJjaYChMHtdSVVuF2VsMu0amRxuP2Eq8l0JRnsGJzgn9f
mailto:brawlings@marbico.org
https://www.marbidco.org/_pages/programs_grants/grant_programs_mpcsg.htm






MDA Deer Damage Survey 

University of Maryland Extension, Agronomy News, 
September 2023  

In an effort to understand the ongoing deer problem 
Maryland farmers are facing, MDA has developed a 
survey to better assist with addressing the issue when 
developing policy. The survey can be found on MDA's 
website at, https://bit.ly/MDAdeersurvey.  

Mid-Atlantic Crop Management 

School 

University of Maryland Extension, 2023 Mid-Atlantic Crop Management School Program Booklet  

Princess Royale Oceanfront Resort, Ocean City, MD 
Date: November 14-16, 2023 
Location: Princess Royale Oceanfront Resort, 9110 Costal Highway, Ocean City, MD 21842 
Cost: $325-$400 
Registration required, visit: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mid-atlantic-management-crop-school-2023-tickets-
669422068427?aff=oddtdtcreator 
Contact: Taylor Garrett, (410)827-8056, tgarrett1@umd.edu 
 
The Mid-Atlantic Crop Management School offers a 2 1/2 day format with a variety of breakout sessions. 
Individuals needing training in soil and water, nutrient management, crop management and pest management can 
create their own schedule by choosing from 5 program options offered each hour. Emphasis is placed on new 
and advanced information, with group discussions and interaction encouraged. 
 
Registration for the Mid-Atlantic Crop Management School provides access to scheduled sessions, handouts & 
materials, lunch on Tuesday and Wednesday, daily continental breakfast, and refreshment breaks. 
You will be asked to confirm your session preferences while completing this registration form. Please be sure to 
review the 2023 Program here prior to beginning your registration in order to read the session descriptions. 
 
CEU Eligibility 
 
The 2023 Mid-Atlantic Crop Management School will offer CCA continuing education units (CEUs) approved 
by the Certified Crop Adviser Program in the following categories: 
• Crop Management 
• Professional Development 
• Pest Management 
• Sustainability 
• Soil & Water Management 
• Nutrient Management 
 
Total CEUs earned will depend on course selection. This school also provides Pesticide Recertification Credits 
for DE, MD, NJ, PA, WV, and VA and continuing education for Nutrient Management Consultants in DE, MD, 
VA and WV. 
 
Cancellations 
• Cancellation requests received on or before November 6, 2023 are refundable. 
• Refunds will be administered on a case by case basis after November 6, 2023 by emailing tgarret1@umd.edu 
 
Please view the event booklet at, https://bit.ly/MidAtlanticCropSchool, to see the class information. You will 
select your class schedule after registration is complete. 
Please see the event booklet for venue and accommodation information.  
 

https://extension.umd.edu/resource/agronomy-news-september-2023
https://extension.umd.edu/resource/agronomy-news-september-2023
https://bit.ly/MDAdeersurvey
https://extension.umd.edu/sites/extension.umd.edu/files/2023-09/2023_MACMS_Program_Booklet_FINAL%20FINAL%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mid-atlantic-management-crop-school-2023-tickets-669422068427?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mid-atlantic-management-crop-school-2023-tickets-669422068427?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://bit.ly/MidAtlanticCropSchool


Dates to remember 

Sept. 28 Pasture Walk at Aerie Farm East, 5 p.m. 

Sept. 29 Grain Marketing Mtg. @ Plum Crazy Diner      

    7:30 a.m. 

Oct. 13 Grain Marketing Mtg. @ Plum Crazy Diner      

   7:30 a.m. 

Oct. 18 Pasture Walk at Ambling Brook Farm, 5 p.m. 

Oct. 27 Grain Marketing Mtg. @ Plum Crazy Diner      

   7:30 a.m. 

Nov. 2 Optional New Private Pesticide Applicator   

     Training, 6 p.m. @ UME– Carroll County Office 

Nov. 9 New Private Pesticide Applicator Test, 6 p.m. @ 

    UME– Carroll County Office 

 

Nov. 10 Grain Marketing Mtg. @ Plum Crazy Diner    

   7:30 a.m. 

Nov. 17 Application Deadline for MARBIDCO Cold  

      Storage Grant  

Nov. 24 Grain Marketing Mtg. @ Plum Crazy Diner  

   7:30 a.m. 

Nov. 29 Private Pesticide Applicator Recertification,    

   6 p.m. @ UME– Carroll County Office 

 

 

                

700 Agriculture Center 
Westminster, MD 21157 


