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Summer weather is officially here! 

We had a great turn out for the 

Summer Grow It Eat It Meeting at 

the St. Mary's Fairgrounds. It was 

great to catch up with many of you. 

We're still in t he process of hiring a 

new Master Gardener coordinator, 

but I know you all have stayed busy. 

This is a great time of year for 

entering your volunteer hours, but 

please remember to only submit 

hours for approved projects. You can 

reach out to me or Pauline 

(spurlockp@gmail.com) with any 

questions. Please share the Master 

Gardener Coordinator position 

announcement with your 

communities! If you are interested in 

learning more or applying, you can 

view the full job description here.  

 

mailto:spurlockp@gmail.com
https://ejobs.umd.edu/postings/109451


   

2 

 

SUMMER  20 23

23  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Charles County Master Gardeners has been 

invited to present the puppet show ñThe 

Misadventures of Peter Rabbit in Farmer 

McGregorôs Vegetable Gardenò on Saturday, 

September 16 at 10:00 am at the Charles 

County Fair located on Fairground Road, La 

Plata, MD. 

This is a lively interactive puppet show. Kids in 

the audience really get involved. Farmer 

McGregor and Peter Rabbit talked to kids 

about how to grow vegetables, how food is 

prepared with vegetables, what are good bugs 

and bad bugs, why you should eat vegetables, 

and most importantly  -- why you should listen 

to your parents and more. We have three 

vacant positions.  If youôre interested, please 

send an email to Terry Thir at 

thirccmg@aol.com. These parts, while very 

important , have small scripts.  

 

Our current cast of puppeteers: Jerry Reed, 

Farmer McGregor; Paris Reed, Mrs. McGregor, 

Gail Walker, Peter Rabbit; Terry Thir, Ripley 

Rat; Sally Matts, Mother Rabbit; Teresa Jones, 

Butterfly; Rose Markham, Praying Mantis; and 

moderator, Kathy Jenkins.   

 

Vacant positions: Japanese beetle; Lady 

Bug Beetle; and the Busy Bee.  

Our plan is to share the script with cast to 

review and practice.  We will hold several 

Zoom readings and meet in person for several 

dress rehearsals in August and early 

September. 

This is really a fun experience and I hope 

youôll join the cast. 

 

 

Peter Rabbit Puppet Show  
by CCMG Terry Thir  

Gail Walker as Peter Rabbit 

Jerry and Paris Reed as Mr. and 

Mrs. McGregor 

Teresa Jones as Butterfly, Kathy 

Jenkins as Moderator and Gail 

Walker as Peter Rabbit 

mailto:thirccmg@aol.com
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Bay -Wise Landscape Management  
Article and photos by CCMG Rose Markham  

 
Happy Summer Master Gardeners: 

Itôs hard to believe that after one of the best springs Maryland has enjoyed in many a year, we 

are now in the mi dst of hot, humid and stormy weather. Our Bay Wise team has been busy since 

our last Compost newsletter, but before I share our activities, I have some great news. Wanda 

MacLachlan has been rehired on a part time basis to assist Bill Hubbard in the future planning of 

our program! In April, we set up a master gardener display and shared handouts and literatur e 

about our program at the Residential Rain Garden Summit Conference sponsored by the 

University of Maryland and Charles County. Jackie Takacs schooled us on the value of rain 

gardens and how they need to be maintained. I want to thank our volunteers Terry  Thir, Kathy 

Jenkins, Elena Wilcox and June Leyland for their assistance in handing out information and 

answering questions during the conference. After the summit, our members teamed up with 

Carol Teets and her team at Christ Church. In addition to distri buting master gardener program 

literature, we also served as garden docents for folks who visited the Church during the Maryland 

House and Garden Pilgrimage Tour. I have shared a few photos here of these events. 
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After a two-year absence, Port Tobacco Market Day finally arrived so we eagerly signed up and 

set up our information booth in early May. We met early, and I want to thank those of you who 

came out to help set up our tent and table s. We had a great turnout.  It was a very busy day 

and we were lucky to be next to the Southern Maryland Audubon Society booth led by Lynne 

Wheeler. We complimented each otherôs program and shared information as folks moved from 

one booth to the other. We also helped give away the l eftover trees from our April give -a-way. 

I want to thank Bill Allen for coming to help set up, as well as Sally Matts, Matt Perez, June 

Leyland, Jade Madison and Kathy Quimby for all the time and effort they shared with us. I have 

a few photos here for you  to enjoy.  

 

Bay -Wise Landscape Management , cont.  
Article and photos by CCMG Rose Markham  
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Bay -Wise Certifications  

We are proud to present three of our master gardeners who were certified since our last 

Compost. They all have beautiful landscapes and each of them put a lot of energy and time 

into their properties.  

Connie Nesbary, and her husband Dale, have spent a lot of time creating their gardens and 

are working on designs for a rain garden, pollinator garden and other future gardens  since 

moving to the property in July 2022.  

 

Bay -Wise Landscape Management, cont.  
Article and photos by CCMG Rose Markham  

CCMGs Barbara Hays, June Leyland, Rose 

Markham, Terry Thir and Matt Perez 

New Bay -Wise Team Members  

Welcome to Matt Perez and June 

Leyland as they join our Bay-Wise 

certification committee. Matt and 

June, who took their Bay-Wise 

Training in November, completed 

their training by certifying Connie 

Nesbaryôs landscape and vegetable 

garden in Newburg. They were 

assisted by Terry Thir, Barbara Hays 

and myself. They were well prepared 

and had some additional ideas on 

how to improve our yardstick. I 

shared those ideas with Bill Hubbard 

who now leads our program.    
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Bay -Wise Landscape Management, cont.  
Article and photos by CCMG Rose Markham  

At long last we were able to certify Brian 

Larsonôs property and vegetable garden. 

Brian is one of the busiest master gardeners 

in our program. He is always ready to help 

everyone so when we visited his property,  

I could not believe where he had found the 

time to create a beautiful landscape of his 

own. It was a treat to visit his flower and 

herb gardens. His vegetable garden is 

thriving because the electric deer fence 

keeps the deer out.  Iôm sure when you see 

these photos, you will agree.   

 

We also had the opportunity to certify Kathy Davisôs home 

and honestly, I was so moved by the beauty of her landscape 

that I had a hard time leaving. Kathy has created an oasis of 

charm and has taken so much care to provide a happy home 

for all the plants and flowers she grows. She even designed 

and built her own fishpond. She has created a charming 

outdoor ñroomò by bringing hardscape, structure and planting 

design together to create an oasis -- definitely a true eye for 

master gardening. The photos I am sharing with you will 

really make you wish she was your neighbor.  
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Bay -Wise Landscape Management, cont.  
Article and photos by CCMG Rose Markham  

Kathy Davis created a charming outdoor ñroomò by bringing hardscape, structure and planting 

design together to create an oasis -- definitely a true eye for master gardening. The photos I 

am sharing with you below will really make you wish she was your neighbor.  
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Bay -Wis e Landscape Management, cont.  
Article and photos by CCMG Rose Markham  

Recently, I had the pleasure to attend the June monthly 

meeting of the Charles County Garden Club at the 

invitation of Lisa Marcus, the District II Director for its 

Bay-Wise Program, to speak about our Charles County 

Bay-Wise Program and to give a status report on our 

Bay.  The meeting was held at the home of one of its 

members in Newburg, Md.  During lunch I managed to 

take a few pics of the landscape and thought you would 

enjoy the Osprey Nest that seemed to be quite busy 

while I was there.    

 

While I was in Newburg, I discovered these insects swarming on one 

of the crepe myrtle trees. Can anyone guess the species and 

whether they are a good or bad bug? Feel free to send me an email 

with your answer to rosemarkham38@gmail.com. 

Lastly, I would like to encourage you all to fill out your yardsticks 

and set up your certifications. Itôs easy, and most importantly, it may 

save you money on your property taxes. Click here for Bay-Wise 

program information  and this link provides information on the 

Stormwater Remediation Fee Credit Application. 

 

We will be glad to do pre -visits to assist you with any issues you may 

have. Better yet, talk to some of the master gardeners who have 

been certified as they will tell you how easy the process is. 

Until next time, happy gardening !   

 

https://extension.umd.edu/locations/charles-county/master-gardener/bay-wise
https://extension.umd.edu/locations/charles-county/master-gardener/bay-wise
https://www.charlescountymd.gov/government/planning-growth-management/stormwater-remediation-fee-credit-application-watershed-protection-restoration
https://www.charlescountymd.gov/government/planning-growth-management/stormwater-remediation-fee-credit-application-watershed-protection-restoration
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CCMG Demonstration Gardens  
Article and photos by CCMG  Terry Thir  

Our gardens have flourished during the 

spring.  After three years, all gardens 

have matured. We have had lots of on-

going beautiful blooms and pollinator 

visitors. Since the gardens are 

established, we did not need to set-up a 

watering schedule -- one of the key 

benefits of growing natives. The garden 

team volunteers got together on several 

occasions to pull weeds and clean-up the 

gardens.  We added additional stones on 

the spiral herbal garden and planted lots 

of fresh herbs. We also added a few 

vegetables in front of the herbal garden. 

Terryôs son, Eric, installed wood boards 

across the trellis to allow the coral honey 

suckle to grow on top. We encourage all 

to drop by the gardens and enjoy the 

flowers, aroma and pollinators.  Self-

guided tours are available since the 

plants are identified. 

 

Coral Honeysuckle (Lonicera 

sempervirens) on trellis 

Butterfly weed 

(acelipias tuborsa) 

Dwarf Joe Pyeweed 

(Eupatorium purpureum 

 ñLittle Joeò) 
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Melwood Horticultural Therapy  
Article and photos by CCMG Barbara Hill  

As temps start to rise, we are turning 

to our gardens and getting them ready 

for use this coming growing season.  

We have more beds thanks to the 

enlargement efforts completed by 

T.E.Woods outlined in the Winter 2023 

Compost.  So we got to work weeding 

and getting them in shape.  

 

This year a decision was made to use T-Posts and Cattle Panels for plants to be tied or climb 

up. This seems like it will work out great , so for the OP-T (Operation Tohidu) group on May 

19th, the focus is on Support Systems: financial, spiritual, physical, emotional, etc. The exercise 

will be for these women Wounded Warriors to help us install more T-Posts, Cattle Panels, 

which will support our plants and begin planting tomatoes and cucumbers. Everything needs 

and depends on support! 
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Melwood Horticultural Therapy, cont.  
Article and photos by  CCMG Barbara Hill  

CCMG Brian Larson demonstrating to Camp 

youth and staff how to plant summer squash  

 

And for those not physically able to stand, they planted large grow bags containing smaller 

tomato plants and peppers.  These women are truly amazing in their efforts. I am always 

gratified working with these women!  

 

CCMG Brian Larson starting acorn and 
butternut squash seeds with Connectors 
HT adult group. 
 

Camp Accomplish, the 8-week summer 
camp for youth with and without 
disabilities at the Melwood Recreation 
Center, began Monday, June 26. Camp 
youth participate in group gardening 
sessions every Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday. 
 
Here are CCMGs Linda Bronson and 
Brian Larson teaching camp youth to 
plant climbing butternut squash on a 
cattle panel trellis on June 27. 
 



   

12 

 

SUMMER  20 23

23  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melwood Horticultural Therapy, cont.  
Article and photos by CCMG Barbara Hill  

CCMG Intern Tiffany Daniel and CCMG Brian Larson led a 

workday with Suse Greenstone on June 19th with 12 men 

and 3 staff from the Jude House. Jude House participants 

planted tomatoes in the Learning Garden, prepared the new 

Circle Garden and started succession plantings of sunflower 

seeds in the greenhouse for planting in the Learning 

Garden. July 8 was a workday with CCMGs to plant the 

sunflowers the men started and other flowers for cutting in 

the Learning Garden. 
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Melwood Horticultural Therapy, cont.  
Article and photos by CCMG Barbara Hill  

Time to see some growth in the Pollinator Garden! 

If you would like to work at Melwood  in Nanjemoy, you must be vetted . Contact Suse Greenstone 

at sgreenstone@melwood.org or by phone or text at 240-882-5280. 
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Dr. Samuel Mudd House  
Article by  CCMG Patricia Faulkner  

Charles County Master Gardeners have long maintained an herb garden at the historic 

Dr. Samuel Mudd House. Two years ago, the herb garden was restored after Covid 

restrictions were lifted. Despite this yearôs drought, it is doing fairly well.  

This past spring, additional pruning was done to boxwood, forsythia and other bushes 

on the property. The iris beds were cleared, and the peony deadheaded. 

There is a ñmailboxò at the herb garden listing all of the herbs in the garden and 

offering free seed packets. CCMG volunteers are welcome to join us on scheduled 

workdays the first Wednesday of the month from April through October, 10:00 am to 

noon. 

The Dr. Samuel Mudd House is located at 3725 Dr. Samuel Mudd Rd in Waldorf just off 

Poplar Hill Rd. Tours of the home, museum and gift shop are on Wednesday and 

Saturday from 11-4 pm and on Sunday from noon-4 pm. 

Native Plant Clinic  
Article by  CCMG Molly Moore  

Photos by CCMG Molly Moore and CCMG Marlene Smith  

Huge shout out to Charlie Reilly and the team at Pop Popôs Greenhouse in Newburg, MD 

for hosting our native plant clinic on July 8th at their colorful plant pavilion.  

Enthusiastic participants came prepared with great questions about natives, birds and 

beneficial insects. Charles County Master Gardeners Marlene Smith and Molly Moore 

shared the benefits and beauty of growing native plants.  
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Southern Maryland Food Bank  
Article and photos by  CCMG Brent Burdick  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Southern Maryland Food Bank ñSeeds of Hopeò Community Learning Garden is off to an 
excellent start this year. So far (as of 7/13/23), we harvested 170 pounds of produce for the Food 
Bank! This is more than double the 68 pounds harvested by this time last year!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During late spring and early summer, our CCMG volunteers and Interns amended the soil in our 

raised beds, planned crop rotations, built several styles of trellises, laid out the gardening -by-the-

square-foot demonstration bed, modified the demonstration patio garden, and , thanks to CCMG 

Alex Mudry, planted two large demonstration kitchen herb gardens. We did some repainting ï the 

tire planters and the front kiosk blackboard. Some new signage was also incorporated into the 

garden so visitors could identify some of the plants and/or gardening techniques demonstrated.  

 
 

 

 

CCMGs Elena Wilcox and Alex Mudry 

prepping beds for planting.  

CCMG Gail Black 

discovered a bean or a 

worm? 
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Southern Maryland Food Bank, cont.  
Article and photos by  CCMG Brent Burdick  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By mid-May, all the Winter Sown jugs with plants grown from seeds since Valentineôs Day were 

transplanted into the garden. Some Winter Sown seed jugs were not successful. We had to 

purchase green peppers and direct seed some snap peas and bush green beans. Additional 

successive plantings of kale, chard, and carrots were done by direct seeding. The Wills Group, a 

major sponsor of the Food Bank, donated plants grown in their offices for the garden, such as 

cabbage, tomatoes, and cucumbers. Some of our CCMGs/Interns also donated dill, specialty 

tomato and pepper plants, dahlias, and some varieties of marigolds. New items in the garden this 

year included Brussel Sprouts, okra, cabbage, and eggplant. This year, 90% of garden plants 

came from our Winter Sowing activities ï it turned out to be a very successful endeavor!  

New garden signage 

Left: CCMG Linda Ivko planting ñsquare-

footò garden bed.  

CCMG Sandra Heredia and Intern Karen Hile 

tend bed that ñwinteredò over. 


